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This Lady as ſhe grew in years, grew 
in fayour, each year adding to her grea 


- 


perfections. Andhaving-obtaimed unto 
fome years, Fame carried her ptaiſe inte 
foreign plades, ve Eby ſhe was hot only 
the common diſcourſe of our nation, but 
the table talk of remote cduntries. 
One thing, as being the ſhorteſt way of 
gwing, the reader © skcich of this great 
beauty, and which very moch tended: tc 
the ruin of Roiamond, we muſt not omit, 
Once when Kine” conrtier o 
his were 7 togetherg tt K ing taking an 
opportunity to commend with more than 
. ordinary heat, ohe of the court, the cour- 
tier told bim, He thought his Majeſty 
praiſed her more than her perfections did 
. deſcive, but that he hat 4 neice whoſc 
- beauty was peer and then began to 
talk of her at the moſt beautiful o tb 
. v;; ration, telling the King, That/bothhc 
eyes ſpargled Tike two; tein | ſtark; Her 
= +», forehead Was like a haven ot chryRtalyber 
d eye brows thun like jez, a ſprig af u 
and lilies were in her: chetks fo mixed, 
-y/that nature before never mede fosfair 4 
| bnemixtufc of the pureſt vfite and red. 
5 To brief, he told the King ſheswas 
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nature s maſter piece, who when ſheaha! 
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1. 553 
Made her, cry'd, A lucky bif, and threw” 


ery the mold, thet pane. ſo lovely aud 
charming might Some after, £0 4 2zke 
2 eyes of maepkiog, and 10 wound e 
ard... inet 5 

The King hearing this relatigu, b 
but mile with jay, and demanded of him 
in what corner of the earth. ſo great a 
beauty could be hid? 2 this, the ccur- 
tier perceiving he had gong too far, and 
the. King began co be enamoured at the 
bare report, Would ' ye grawn his words 
in again, 18ling the King he had made 


this repart only to ſet out a perfect baau- 


ty to/the lit. — But he King perceiving 
by tho coldneis ot his reply, there was 
more than ordinary in it. ordered him 
imedlatelv to ſpcak the truth, Aud the 
courtier tegeing — King 8 diſpleafare he 
plainly; ſaid, Lhere is a Lady, daughter 
to Losd Walter (Clifford, of 8 many 
noble perſons havę been ebamouted, and 
have ſought her ar Martjage, but have 
been denied, on ſer of ber tender 
years. 


Ir bus bot lang += BE hig W 


ed to take u tour to her father's hogle; and: 


on coming, there he was welcomed by the 
24 x 44h} 
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Lady, who fearing what his deſign Was, 


ofdered their daughter not to cone into 
his preſence, But the King, finding (ſh: 
was at home, demanded to ſez her vow- 
ing he would not dine till he had. Sc 


that all her excuſes of illneſs availed no 
thing. Then ſhe was ordered to put on 
her beſt apparel, and come down; that 


ſhe wight pay her duty unto the King ; 
vhich ſhe did in the moſt courtiy man- 
ner, her bluſkes, if poſſible, adding 'tb 
her beauty, ſo th ie firſt fight ſhe 
apprated in his eyes ike A bright angel; 


whereupon he eagerly faluted her, and 
dinner being placed upon the table; he 


commanded ſhe ſhould fit down, caufing 


her to be placed directly over againſt him, 
on whoſe pretty eyes he ſo long gaged, 
that he forgot lometimes to eat, 
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T HE King hariag been 10 very 'bighly 
enteriained by Rofamond's "Father 
had ſeveral opperrunities of diſcourſing i, * 
private with ts charming virgin, whom 
he ſo much won upon 15 preſents of rich 


Jewels, and other coltly things, that be 


raited an atnbition in her tender dreaſt, 
that heſore was a ranger to it, aud bften 


proteſted, that was bis Qieen't to dis, he 
5 dalle he's ta, Uh JOY of. the | 
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He alſo beſtowed h 1 1 2010 liberal +; on 


the women who had ihe care 'of her edi. 
cation. which ſo e a bes! 
valle hover her con. Mage at che pro 
miſed him to do all MM in her power 
to forward his wi {'d! Xdgicels. Ang 
ſo taking leave of h i yed 


ofaivond ' 


with many I loving A be for that time“ 
departed, FIT OS 


* 


* King eg ee His 
r but Soy never be at reſt, for th. 
violent paſſian which ll reigned in his 
breaff. He could not ſleep of lüchts, 10: 
attend s councils of deys. 1. 

At length he reſokrel To write adder; 
kt bis fate be Whatever it might, und f 
accordingly he rote a ſetter t to Fair R- 
ſamond, in Which he told het it was ſb: 
who was his guardian angel, that hg held 
her dearer than bis crown, And fi faig, his 
ſtay from her ſhould not he long 
miſing to ſet her n 1 8 


and concluding, wit 25 Farben deßre on 
her ſending hip a line of nf tpfrom 
her © Gear han 93 5 5 1 9 75 Ty 7 

The letter 1 at-ſurpeifect © i he- 


rar wall 4 


roine, that the _ — 1 how to pro- 
ceed s however, the” reſolved ta ſhe w it 
eg  governcls, who ; no ſ:ober faw'it than 
Inwardly rejoiced, and frailing at Rc- 
mon adviſed Her to ſend the King 
faygorable beate and not let too much 
Ne der [7 from bein ag mittteſs to 
d great 2 K. g. This Wade her blub 
ſtruggli r with herſelf, until at laſ: 
this crafty matron uſed fo many ꝓte ſſing 
arguments, that ſhe conſented to return 
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orcatute, which bowever be 


ty] 

the King in anlwer, telling bim, That ſhe 

was aftonithed at recewiag lis letter j but 
as to her being in 3 gjittering ſphere; it 
was a thing which the ner had wiſhed 
for; not. daring ; togiveher(clt tb li-exty 
to think — bis majelty might 1 mea by 
1; only aſſuring him, in whatever was 
agreeable to the. les. of, mos he | 
Was: Aae Garen ICS al 
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1 he governeis havj: ot this ties 
from — Lady ehe 10 Fs King, 
WHO POR: rege ing it,, 5 90 ita ee 
and a hundied times, fe fel Fins, t td h 
long without the egjayment, & X 1 Ki 
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The King, after much Difficulty pets 
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II happened that the Lady Clifford, 


asked ber the 
Roſamotid was 
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the letter; When they” 


that for her HWI ſecutity The bad bester 
refide forme time. 


; * and her governeſs to Cornwall, where 
they thought ſhe would be ſafe. But all 
their-endeavours were in vain ; for the 
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G $85 he + 41. 9. - 75 2 — ION 2 
akon offs mind, deſired! her to tell the 
8 truth, Hhich the did, from the firſt 
courtſhip of the King, to the receiving of 
ha heard her 
ſtory, they both adviſed her againſt yield- 
ing to the King' embraces, ar ] told her 


80 to a Kinfman of his at Cornwall. and 
To this Rolamond agreeing, they ſent 


governeſs being largely bribed by King 


Henry, Was all this while the grand in- | 
triguer in this love affair, who ſent the 


King à full account of all things that had if 


paſſed, : and how fat they were ſent 0 
take thü air. 


King! Heney having this: intelligencs, 


reſolved to bave her our” of their hands, 
| 


and thereupon ſent for her uncle ; who 
being come; be told him he had a piece 
of ſervice to command him in, eh 1 
was to go to his kinſman's in Cornivall, . 
and ufe his heſt endeavours. to bring Ro- i 


ſamond to ihe court, without Her parents 
knowledge, 


( ww } 

Her uncle was ſomewhat ferpriſeq©ar 
the king's demand, but the conſideration 
of lofing the great offices he held undet 

the King, made him undertake: the un- 
Stel) ſervice, which was impoſed upon 
him. Accordingly ceming to where the 

ing had directed him, be made asif he 
Had called by chince, being came about 
other bufinels After ſome d iſcoorſe he 
atked her if ſhe would go up to court; to 
which the ſeeming not much be willing, 
without any more ado, he: provided. 4 
chariot for her Journey, and attended by 
her governeſs, brayght her tu court, and 
put her in lome prwate lodginguppolnt- 


ed for her reception. 
Het uncle having acguginting he Klag 


that ſhe was come, and how he had dil 
oled Of her, be Gin e thut night to wilit 
poet and now lecing: that: deauty i mite 
full bloom, which be fore was bat hlcern- 
ing, h he was luppriſes' both with Wohder 
and. amazment, . oft 
After ſ. ſome love, d :ſeonrſe bad paſſe 
between then, the King aok hiscleave, 
telling her, He would nr't t diſturd ber that 
night, on account of che 1. tige ot her 
journey, but that he would viüt her again 


1 


C ug. } 
ſhoriiy. So charging; her uncle to have 
a gare las regard! ge her, and fee thac * 
wanted nothing, he, departtd. 
Hor goyerneſs did all (ae could to pery 
— — yield tothe King's embraces,) 


bix Rateraond.ſremed, avec. to it her 


fathers. words ſtill- runni 11 ber: mind. 


The King. having vided gſamond te- 

or threes times, began (o grow unpatient, 
and thought it was high. tie to have fore 
cloſe convetſation with her, and ff. poſ⸗ 
ſible, to make het ſubahn 40 his embrages, 
Tonbis end he came one evening, 21d) 
told hier, He perceived that ſhe had not 


the value for him which he thought he 


had 

Roſamend not underfianding the 121 85 
meaning, preceſted, That ſo great a value 
ſhe had for. * that; Was ſhe to 0 hun 
him 20 890d, "ſhe Gould treely 80 
tor him. Fo this the King, fetching a 
figh, anſwered Ah, my Roiz:ngnd lince: 
you will force me to 4 Know,it is 


your beauiy that hath wquixgded- me, lave 
calls for love, nejtber gang 80 1 | 
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Rofamond was extremely pee at 
what the King had ſaid, aud begged him 

to afk her life, or any thing that ws in 
— pou er to give, ſo it was not her hon- 
cur. The King was mightily furpriſed 
to heat ſuch words from her, as thinking 
to have made an eaſy conqueſt 3; and was 
as much in love with ber virtue, as he 
was before with her beau. 

The King. having left Roſacicnal went 
700 her Governeſs, and told her what a 
repulſe he met with trom Roſamond in- 
ſtead of the enjoyment he expected. She 
ds one that was hardened in wickedaeſs, 
anfwered, It your Majeſty would be ad- 
viſed by me, I could pu* you in a way to 
ſacceee, which is, you ſhould come into 
my chamber at-night, and FIt-convey. you 
to Roſamond when ſhe is aſleep, At this 
conttivance the King was Hoh. pleaſed, 
and accordingly was with her at the tic 
appointed, and was conveyed arg 
mond's chamber. 

She-was aſleep; bed he fiſt Ea] 
bed, but laying cloſer to her than her go- 
verneſ&uicd to do, ne Waked öf herlelf, 


and then the King diſcovered himſelf. 


* 


{ 45) | 
It is not eaſy to ima agine now. great was 


the ſurpriſe tat Roſa ond was, 1) at this 
diſcovery. and fam would ſhe have got 
out of bed, but the King would not jet 
her. She made 3 efforts to get away, 
but finding them all in vain, ſhe. at: laſt 
yielded herſelf to the King s embraces, 
which pleaſed him ſo well, that betgre 
morning he pleaſed ber too. 

For à time theſe lovers often met. ond 
en joyed their wanton dalliances ; but the 
King had been wont to "ſhew the ſame 
kindnefs-to others, who finding them- 
{clves negleRed for this peerleſs beauty, 
ſoon ſpread abroad the King 8 ee 
with. urn. W 
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